






Abstract

Among the di�erent investment models around the world, 
the Canadian model is considered one of the most successful. 
Having its origin in the restructuring of the Ontario pension 
plan in the nineties, this model has performed strongly over 
the last few decades. The Canadian model is a combination of 
single purpose, strong governance, and internally managed 
investmentifa62 



environment puts additional pressure on de�ned bene�t plans going 
forward. Although a variety of discount rates are in use globally 
(Landon & Smith, 2019), low discount rates increase the value of the 
liabilities, which translates to a decline in the funding ratic- <</aeof the 



The third aspect of the Canadian model is that Canadian public 
pension funds are of a signi�cant size and are run as professional 
investment management organizations; this manifests in internal 
management and signi�cant allocation to alternative asset classes. 
The Canadian funds are known for building professional investment 
teams, bringing signi�cant market insights and investment knowledge. 
These characteristics are di�erent from other pension funds worldwide. 
Many pension funds simply do not have the size to build up internal 
investment capabilities and must rely on external investment 
managers. But even larger and/or growing pension funds frequently 
turn to external management, because they cannot compete with 
commercial asset managers to attract the best talent. The investments 
in alternative assets consist of absolute return strategies and 
investment in private assets such as infrastructure, natural resources, 
direct real estate, and private equity. Although many pension funds 
globally do have exposures to these alternative assets, the exposure 
and implementation of these investments di�er signi�cantly. The 
average Canadian fund allocates close to half of the assets under 
management to alternative assets. As the Canadian model allows 



because it is not convenient, expensive, and there are high barriers to 
setting one up. Moreover, they o�en lack �exible and trusted products. 

Despite the strong case for micro-pensions from a macro perspective, 
building a stable and sustainable business is challenging. The primary 
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18  In 2020, Samuel Waterberg passed away on account of Covid-19.  

Canadian model, as the Common Wealth’s report suggests. We will 
discuss each key lesson learned separately. 
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women micro-entrepreneurs mainly deal in foods and textiles, such as 
yam �our, smoked �sh, palm oil, textiles, and pottery in Nigeria (Lawan, 
2017). This situation aligns with the fact that women micro-entrepreneurs 
in Africa’s rural and urban areas are the foremost purveyors of domestic 
food supplies.

The bulk of these enterprises cannot become transforming or dynamic, 









and the revealing of the themes, the narrative researcher was able to 
pay close attention to detail and descriptions that included valuable 
details about the setting or framework of the participants’ experiences 
(Clandinin & Connelly, 1987; Webster & Mertova, 2007). The practice 
of using this critical event method is incredibly bene�cial because it 
showcases how an event a�ects and may change aspects of one’s 





expansion due to such factors as education, achievements made by 
many women, professionals, and women’s traits, and propensity to 
achieve (Imhonopi et al., 2016).

vi. STARTED A BUSINESS TO SERVE HUMANITY

The 10 participants looked at the needs of the community and started 
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and behavioural attributes and manifestations deriving from the beliefs 
and values which distinguish one group from another. 

Entrepreneurial activities have been observed to di





5 – 7 9 2.6

Above 7 1 0.3

Number of years as a business owner

1 – 8 91 27.3
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Table 6: Relationship between years of apprenticeship and source of start-up capital, customer network, employment creation, 
business survival and pro�tability

Years of apprenticeship

3 - 5 years 6 - 8 years







Section E: (Perceived e�ects of apprenticeship system on the masters’ and apprentices’) 

Please, tick as appropriate in each box









who have published papers on the impact of regional con�ict on 
Palestinian entrepreneurship in peer-reviewed scienti�c journals. 

Sampling criteria: The proposed research utilized qualitative, multiple 
case studies to explore key insights of eight leaders of business ventures 
who had established and led business ventures in the state of Palestine. 

Sampling strategy. For research integrity in qualitative studies, it is 
necessary to de�ne a population and implement a suitable sampling 
method to select a sample population (Tracy, 2010). Data and information 
were collected through a purposeful sample of eight business venture 
leaders selected under adopting a network and snowball/chain sampling 
strategy (Sinkovics & Alfoldi, 2012). 

Conducive to this research design and study, eight business leaders were 
selected for the interview process, a number that was deemed adequate 
for this type of exploratory research study (Mason, 2010; Yin, 2017). 

Data collection: This study’s interview guide consisted of semi-
structured questions to describe and document the perceptions of 
Palestinian entrepreneurs and business leaders regarding the impact of the 
regional con�ict and the government’s revenue problems on their business 
ventures’ sustainability and on economic development in Palestine under 
occupation and regional con�ict

Validity and reliability: Construct validity is enhanced by using more 
than one source of evidence during data collection and by establishing 
a chain of evidence at the same time. Two main strategies have been 
proposed to ensure construct validity:1) triangulation: observing 
phenomena from di�erent perspectives (Gibbert et al., 2010), and 2) 
establishment of a transparent chain of evidence that would allow the 
reader to follow how the researcher proceeded from the initial to the �nal 
propositions (Gibbert et al., 2010).

Results of the Study

The participants’ responses to the interview questions provided insights 
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